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Integrating Interactive Educational Telecommunications: Two-Way I-TV and Internet.

DESCRIPTION:

Educational telecommunications applications have developed in relatively isolated
spheres. For example, Two-way Interactive Television, or I-TV, is an educational
telecommunications that is used distance learning technology to provide two-way video
and audio between multiple sites (I-TV is also known as full-presence
videoconferencing). I-TV uses a variety of telecommunications mediums, including
analog fiber, digital fiber (DS3, 45 mbps), coaxial cable, microwave radio, T1 copper (1.5
mbps), and other mediums. Simultaneously, Internet has become a popular education
application that likewise requires high-speed telecommunications. Satellite and cable
broadcasts are also employed by schools in Missouri. This situation has lead to
educational institutions having multiple, non-interconnected, telecommunications lines
to send and receive information in the form of video, audio, and digital data.

This session will discuss the integration of telecommunications technologies that can
provide video, audio, and data (Internet, facsimile, WAN, etc.) over one line or medium.
Technologies such as ATM, ISDN, Analog Fiber, and hybrid networks will be discussed.
In addition the presenters will discuss the local, state and federal impediments and
incentives for the integration of these telecommunications technologies. Due to the
technical nature of this session, several handouts will be provided, including:

An overview of the newly formed Missouri I-TV Information Alliance will conclude the

session.
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