ﬂ “f;iled to pass this ;esslom

+oversee longterm enérgy policies, 7

. -have created an en
. Yisory,committee, w
-, Service Commission, This committee !
- .. sembly to pass this legislation jeop-
“ar
-.*One so-called “takings" bill passed
this .year. Senate Bill 3]5 requires
“that every state agency that creates a
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|General Assembly hits
nmental highs, lows

' Several «important - environmental |
bills percolated through the General
Assembly - during. the Yast session
-band now await Gov, Mel Carnahan’s
‘gjsgnature, Unfortunately, the General "
3sombly ' also falled ‘to pass some
jimportant : piecés* of: environmental
legislation,. »/ * vt
. Two important energy bills passed.
Senate Bill 80 directs the Department
jof Natural Resources to develop an.
- ener%y-efﬁclency standard for state
‘,bufld ngs and to. upgrade all state’
+buildings, to this standard, This bill
Jhas the potential to saye Missour! $6
-million to $12.million per year'in en~|
‘{ergy. costs.House Bill 195, which is
~very,similar to Senate Bill 80, pays °
“or energy audits of state buildings. ...

19 controversial ethanol subsidy '

bty

romotion.bill‘also. passed; This'’

- jand'p ;
. {bill subsidizes ethanol producers at .

irst 12,5 million’ gallons  of ‘ethanol;

ihe rate of 20 cents per gallon for the ;

roiduced;r‘each(a’m@ﬁthz,;alt;i}also' ires.

*louiros that stafo’ care 'use efhanole |
= })lloo?ded gusollne’tg‘r%dt}"c’e‘ fr pollu-

An /important’ ill . that |

ener o
, ‘was House

Bill 219, which would have hastened
 the. deyelopment. of renewable en-
. ergy:sources.and created an, Energy
" Futures-Coalitlon to'récommend and

{

«" One falled bill In the Senate would |

3y
within the Public|

, would have worked with electric util-
i ities to’ reduce energy ‘corisumption,
. increase:energy ,ffi\q;gn%y and use o
_ renewable resources and reduce the
environmental impact of €nergy use. -
- Abill to fund public transportation

. .“We" had really 'hoped it would .
“‘have’been 'a-better year for energy,” "
"sald Becky. Rawlings, lobbyist for the
Ozark |Chapter- of the Sierra Club,
Rawlin(fs*:msed;fshaiG@ner,ﬂl:Assem- o
bly had two new important energy-
‘relpted reports to’consult while mak-
ing its'decisions. Released last year,
both the Missouri Statewide Energy

Study and i the''Global Climate

o

| that t

’Chan%e Commission report indicated
e state could Save money and
strengthen Missouri’s economy by

. Increasing the state's energy efficien-
" l'L ] RI AL B

Vitouse Bill 312, amendments to the

surface coal mining law, did pass, In-
troduced by Rep, Sam Leake, D-Lad-
donia, this bill increases fees for min-
ing waate management to-cover the
costs of Inspections, It also requires
that mining companies Identify all
underground mines and structures —
such as slurry ponds — that remain
after mining Is completed,

- Animpertant Eiece of environmen-
tal legislation that the General As-
sembly failed to pass was Senate Bill
171, pertaining to petroleum storage
tanks. This bill would have provided
money to help gasoline station own-
ors remove leaky underground stor-
age tanks and clean up the surround-
ing soil to protect our ground water.
Many. surrounding states have al-
roudy creatod funds to help ownory

of underground storage tanks pay
/1. tho cost of complylng with federal
and state regulations for the retire-
“ment ‘of 'old tanks, most of which
" were installed before current regula-
‘tlons, Without such a fund, we run a
' greater risk of increased abandon-

ment of leaky tanks, which can ruin

- our ground-water supplies, .

Senate Bill 171 was a fair comprd-

refficiency ad- .. Mmise between'the protection of the

public good and private property in-
terests; the failure of the General As-

dizes our g‘rdundeater;supply.

rule or regulation relating to flood

 plain management review the rule to
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v Severa! more hideous bills, House

} Bills 26, 174 and 544, failed. These

) review by every state agency for ev-
-| ery rule and regulation,

The Conservation Federation of

W Missouri analyzed the proposed

“takings"” bills in a recent legislative
report. “These bills could force agen-
cles to hire logions of lawyers and ac-
countants to analyze environmental
‘regulations for the possibility that
their  public-interest . regulations
could result in a possible ‘taking’
when there are already mechanisms
in place to resolve such claims. ..
These bills seem to be an attempt to
intimidate agencies and divert atten-
tion from the real issues,”

The proposed purchase of a

stained-glass window for the Capitol
from parks and soila tax money atill
taints the budget bill, As I write, Car-
nahan can still use his line-item veto
to eliminate this misappropriation.
- Qverall, the 87th session of the
Missourd General Assembly was a
session of highs and lows for the en-
vironment, '

For a copy of the House bills
passed this session, write; Chief clerk
of the House, Capitol Building, Jef-
ferson City, Mo,, 656101, For Senate
bills, write: Senate secretary, Room
326, Capitol Building, Jefferson City,
Mo,, 66101,

If you have a suggestion for a col-
umn, a gripe, a success story or
whatever, write it down and send it
to me, in care of the Columbia Daily
Tribune, PO Box 788, Columbia,
Mo., 66208,

determine whether it will involve a’

“taking of private property rights.” If

- §0, the rule must then be reviewed by

the attorney general, In other words,
it adds another layer of bureaucracy

to an already complicated system of
regulation making, * - v




